A comparison of psychiatric decision-making by trainee general practitioners and trainee psychiatrists using a simulated consultation model.
A videotape-assisted simulated consultation model was used in a pilot study comparing range of assessment and treatment decisions made by trainee general practitioners and trainee psychiatrists in response to two cases representing women with depressive disorders. The doctors were studied individually in their consulting rooms or offices. In relation to the methods of analysis chosen, levels of agreement within and between the two groups of trainees were generally low. The findings are discussed in relation to previous similar work undertaken with experienced clinicians studied in groups.